Trajectories of changing refractive status.
Refractive status can be represented as a point plotted on a three-dimensional graph. As the refractive status changes a curve is traced out on the graph. Trajectories of changing refractive status are illustrated in a number of representative ideal cases. The three-dimensional graphs are shown by means of stereo-pairs. Trajectories are constructed from clinical data and interpreted with reference to the ideal examples. They show changing refractive status with age, after cataract extraction, and after radial keratotomy. The trajectories may prove to be a useful tool for both clinician and researcher. They show overall trends and allow prediction of future changes. Certain types of trajectories could prove to be characteristic of certain conditions and thus be useful for diagnosis. Trajectories allow monitoring of change after intervention.